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Tattvārtha-sūtra translates literally to “That Which Is” (or exists, or is real).The author of this book, Umāsvāti, is known. He was considered a monk and philosopher influenced by both Śvetāmbara and Digambara individuals and ideas.This text was likely written 2nd–5th c. CE and is considered authoritative by all Jains, regardless of sect.�
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This text starts with the “Three Jewels”
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Start here. 

The numbered verses in bold (1.1, etc.) constitute the text. The unbolded text following each verse is considered commentary that the translator drew from commentaries provided by Jain philosophers Umāsvāti, Pūjyapāda, and Siddhasenagaṇi. 

You are only required to read the bold verses. 

However, you are welcome to read the commentary sections for additional insight to a particular verse. 
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7 “reals” are listed here
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The author here begins to expand the aspects of the “reals” and the many ways of investigating or knowing what exists.

Brianne Donaldson







Brianne Donaldson
This chart summarizes the varieties of modes of investigation/knowledge detailed in this chapter. How many do you count? 
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What is inarticulate sensation according to the commentary? 
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What is articulate knowledge according to the commentary? 
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Note here what kinds of knowledge extend to substances (but not modes)
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Note above what kind of knowledge extend to substances and modes






























































































































