


Brianne Donaldson
Hi all,

The *Law Codes of Manu* (also called Laws of Manu or Codes of Manu, or Manu-smṛti) is the best known legal text from ancient India, dating approximately 3rd-5th c. CE, and all later legal India texts are dependent on his work. These law codes describe the framework of the dominant Brahmanic-Hindu society and consequently figure in to *later* Buddhist and Jain texts which engage (often critically) certain aspects of dominant Brahmanic- Hindu society and its approach to civic order and law (remember that Hemacandra refers to some of Manu’s various views on meat-eating). 

The name “Manu” is shorthand as the actual author is unknown, as are the his date, details of his birth and life. Manu is a title referring to “the first human” or “the first king” in keeping with the fact that most leaders of rival communities also had royal pedigrees, such as Mahāvīra and Buddha, both princes. So “Manu” becomes a mode of comparable authority. The most historians can say about “Manu” is that he was a learned Brahmin from north India.

While this work is acclaimed for its innovation of being composed in verse and its dialog structure, it’s also been deeply criticized for its role of solidifying the suppression of women and oppression in the caste system. Nevertheless, as a piece of historical literature depicting religion and law, it is unique, especially for its presentations of opposing viewpoints.

Although Jain and Buddhist communities did not accept the fixity of birth caste as in the Vedas and Codes of Manu, each of these traditions also has its own internal hierarchies, as do all modern societies. 








Brianne Donaldson
I thought you might like to see another creation story. Like the Rig Veda [and even the creation stories in Genesis of the Hebrew Bible or Qur’an], there is more than one creation story included suggesting a pluralistic approach to narratives. Karma factors into the end of this first creation story.

Brianne Donaldson
Like so many ancient creation stories (as well as the Big Bang theory), this narrative describes the emergence of multiplicity from an ambiguous unity of nonexistence, demonstrating a common source, however inexplicable, of all existing entities, states, and features



Brianne Donaldson
A fascinating self-dividing in which oneness becomes two, and becomes many, including the factors of mind, sense organs, physical body.

Brianne Donaldson
To exist is to be afflicted with opposites



Brianne Donaldson
Here is a unspecified notion of karma as some kind of “assigned” natural effects ; see if you can identify it.

Brianne Donaldson
You can read the second story if you like or stop here; Go on to next page, Ch 12.



Brianne Donaldson
This chapter will address “The Fruits of Action”; keep in mind that this text was written after certain Jain and Buddhist ideologies were circulating and these are reflected in Manu’s concerns, though in unique ways that remain tied to the Vedas. One can only approach the complexity of Indian philosophies, practices, religions, and communities in a dialogical way, that is, how they all inform one another.



Brianne Donaldson
Manu lays out an intriguing view of three selves; try to identify all three in your own words

Brianne Donaldson
Yama is parallel to Mara, the Buddhist reality-figure of death/impermanence) in the image we filled in

Brianne Donaldson
What are the 3 attributes and in this section, what are examples of each? 

Brianne Donaldson
What are the 3 times? 

Brianne Donaldson
What are the 3 marks and what is their ideal order? 



Brianne Donaldson
Note that “Manu” has a special concern with preserving the authority of the Vedas, including the value of caste roles, and a special concern with Brahmins acting respectfully and being respected for their unique roles 





Brianne Donaldson
What is the best way to attain the highest good and how does this relate to the creation story at the start of the text? 



Brianne Donaldson
“twice born” refers to first physical birth, and second “birth” into knowledge of Vedic studies 

Brianne Donaldson


